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Welcome to the June/July/August 2008 edition of Air Heads

Cover Pic — Woolacombe 13" July 2008.

Mid-August 2008:
*Please see the Social page, several events happening this week!

Viv has sorted Eddie Colfox and Jim Mallinson to give a us a talk this Thursday - September
clubnight. One not to miss - their incredible adventures paragliding in the Himalayas will leave you
stunned at what has been achieved by these guys — 7000m in Pakistan!, etc. Bonkers.

Hope you're all loving summer

Pete Marley
airheadseditor@googlemail.com
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Fund raising evening for the Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance

Simon Fouracre emailed the list about this on July 25 and I've included it again here as it's happening
THIS FRIDAY! Funds raised go towards a satnav for Devon & Somerset Air Ambulance (£10 grand so
they're a bit pricey!) this would be a significant help in locating casualties, the time saved could well be
lifesaving in itself. And let’s not kid ourselves, who might need the Air Ambulance quickly? Even if you
can't attend please consider purchasing a ticket to help a very, very, worthy cause, brought about by an
extremely tragic incident.

Hi All,

| am organising a fund raising evening for the Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance in memory of my Son,
Lloyd.

We have a fund with the air ambulance, in Lloyds hame, which has about £7,950 to date. The air
ambulance would like to buy an eye in the sky (a sat nav for the helicopter) apparently it will cut
significant time when finding a location. This piece of equipment costs around £10,000 and will have an
engraved plaque fixed to it in memory of Lloyd.

The evening will be on FRIDAY 5th SEPTEMBER, there will be a professional covers band called
Fairplay (apparently very very good), a younger guest band called The Lacarnos (also well
recommended), food & bar, all for an unbelievable £10 a ticket. The venue will be Cheddon Fitzpaine
Memorial Hall just outside Taunton.

Get up a group of friends and have a great night out in the memory of a very special 17 year old lad who
would be 21 on the 26th September. We only live just up the road and could put a few people up or if
anyone has a camper van, etc they could park up at our place.

If you would like tickets | can let you have my account details so you can pay by bank transfer to make
things easier.

One last thing, we will be holding a raffle so if you can't you could support us with a raffle prize.
Hope to see you all on the night.

Simon F

Condors Social Diary 2008

**Date change - Thursday 4" September - Royal York & Faulkner Hotel,

Sidmouth. Eddie Colfox and Jim Mallinson — Eddie’s own words about their plans for the evening.

“Jim and | will be talking about flying in Bir, Himachal Pradesh, India, more is available at
www.himalayanskysafaris.com.

I will talk about my recent adventures in Pakistan's Karakorum and China's Tien Shen ranges
including flying photos, some 7000m high film, crazy retrieves and experiences of Chinese authority and
bureaucracy.

Jim will also introduce his film - Temples in the Clouds - It's a kind of pilgrimage by paraglider in the
mountains around Bir in the Indian Himalaya. Their goal was to reach the temple of Himani Chamunda,
at 2800m the highest temple in the region. The film is about the adventures_ we have along the way.
There's Hindu yogis, Tibetan lamas, Himalayan Griffin Vultures, remote temples galore, lots of in-flight
footage and plenty of tomfoolery. It's 99% ready and should be available within a month or two. XC mag
will be reviewing it in the next edition and have agreed to distribute it. There's a great soundtrack too.



Here's Jim's trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QmuUo_gGxinl
We also might have an early trailer of John Silvester and Alun Hughes latest film from Pakistan”

Wednesday 1 * October — Maypole Inn, Thurloxton, Taunton.

Highlight of the year, especially for HG pilots...... The legendary Johnny Carr has agreed to do our
October clubnight. He plans to give an insight to the history of our sport and how it developed from a
competition perspective and he has some nice slides and silent movies of the old days.

Just in case there's anyone in the club who hasn't actually heard of Johnny, he has flown hang gliders
since the very early days and has competed at top level right from the start (and is still doing so, but
mainly in rigid class these days), so this is a club talk not to be missed, even for PG pilots. Johnny is
also just one of the nicest and most entertaining people in flying.

Wednesday 5 " November — Maypole Inn, Thurloxton, Taunton — Annual Photo Competition. This is a
chance for you all to show off your photography (and flying) skills. Photos as usual in sets of 10 to be
sent to Jeff, jeffhoer@fsmail.net if you need any further information. We try to make this a fun roundup
of the year, all photos to be flying related — though that's sometimes a fairly loose interpretation — so
start earmarking your shaps.

Wednesday 3 ™ December - Maypole Inn, Thurloxton, Taunton. By popular request for a repeat of the
sale we ran a few years ago. Bring unwanted items that you think another member might bid for, last
time that included items ranging from flying boots to jugs of home made cider (thank you Harry!). We will
auction them and give a percentage (or even all if you wish) of the final price to the air ambulance. Be
warned, Harriet will be our auctioneer and she drives a hard bargain! This is a fun evening so save up
your stuff to bring.

** Another date change — Saturday 20" December — Royal York & Faulkner Hotel,
Sidmouth — Christmas Party — Usual afternoon tea, dinner, casino, disco and bed & breakfast — full
details later in the year.

Harriet has reminded me that everyone who did the First aid course 3 years ago with Adventure First
Aid is due for renewal in October this year. This qualification is a requirement for tow and aerotow
coaches and can be extremely useful for the rest of us. Last time the course was held at Luppitt Village
Hall which proved to be a very successful venue. | am very happy to organise a course for the club but |
need more than the 1 person interested so far. Please let me know asap if you are interested (no
previous experience necessary) and as an added incentive, the club pays half the cost of the course.

Viv

viouracre@aol.com, tel: 01460 281130, mobile: 07966 230206

*Remember to check the flyphone/email for updatest o events.*



Flying in Turkey — Olu Deniz 2008

Turkey 2008

The Booking.

Chris and | were persuaded, along with Chris B, Julie, Simon F and Helen to join the South Devon
mega trip to Olu Deniz in May of this year. After hearing fantastic reports from Phil and Viv and Lester,
we were definitely up for it. However, | was sceptical about going for two weeks. It just seemed too
long!! (How wrong can you bel!l)

Th Group Pic JH

The Site.
The main flying site for Olu Deniz is a magnificent 6500ft mountain situated approx 5 kms from Olu
Deniz resort.

We thought the only way up to take off (see further) was by the Bus Services run by several companies
in Olu Deniz, all I might say were excellent. The cost was 15 lira, approx £6:00, but the Government!!!
was at the top charging a further 10 lira to allow you to get out of the bus and fly.

Two take offs are available, the northerly at the top at 6500 ft, which was a bit tight, and the much more
friendly southerly approx 1000 ft lower. We finished up with only two top take offs. The rest were from
the lower one. The choice is made for you by the bus driver.

As usual it soon became competitive with a race to get the highest, and of course getting closest to the
spot landing on the prom. The loser bought the beer!! (The hotel was fortunately all-inclusive).



At the end of the fortnight Chris B got the best spot with just 1 foot from the centre, and | managed the
best height with 9145 Chris B getting just one foot lower!
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The sot means such a lot...  Pic CB.

Top of the Stack.

View of Mount Babadag at 9100 ft  Pic JH




As is fairly normal, the Condors found themselves top of the stack on pretty well most days, and
although the conditions can be rough, the five k or so flight out the sea brought glassy smooth
conditions, where it was possible to fly to Butterfly Cove or out to the other side of the lagoon. Most
flight lasted around a couple of hours.

We never got to land at Butterfly Cove, no real reason apart from other things getting in the way. Next
time though.

Excursion nr 1.
Most of the group went on a two day excursion to the roman ruins at Ephesus

The Roman remains at Ephesus. Pic JH

We spent the day there in the heat soaking up the atmosphere and watching the fantastic Storks
thermalling just above the ruins.

A Stork inagood 5up Pic JH



An overnight stay in Pamukkale, and a good supper topped with the traditional entertainment of a rather
nice Turkish Belly dancer, I'm sure though when it was Simon'’s turn to tip the girl he was more
interested in getting his change back.

Turkish Belly Dancer. Pic JH

The next day the bus took us to the White Mountain at Pamukkale, this again is a Roman Village built
on the edge of a limestone mountain. With our shoes and socks off we were able to roam over the lime
scale, the sparkle from the lime scale formation was breathtaking in the sun, topped by the local
paraglider pilots thermalling above the Roman Town.

The White Mountain at Pamukkale. Pic JH



We all chilled out after a long long day with a dip in Cleopatra’s Pool, a natural hot spring pool which
Cleopatra used to frequent with roman pillars littering the pool floor. Bliss!!!

Cleopatra’s Pool. Pic JHxcursion Nr 2
The Condors were keen to show the girls the take off at the top of Mount Babadad, so the only way up

other than in the bus was to go by Quad Bike. We hired these and were soon weaving through

the main streets on our way to the ghost town for lunch and then we were off to the beckoning Mount
Babadag.

The girls getting ready for the final push. Pic JH

Kitted out with flying suits we started to make our way up the mountain. Two hours later and we had
made it, we were on the very top. The trip down was another story!!



We made it. Pic JH

Girls and all. Pic JH

The Boat trip.

Booked ourselves on to a boat trip around the islands, this included lunch and a waterslide! I'm not
keen on water slides at the best of times, this one was particularly very scary. You enter the tube at the
front of the boat, and somehow arrive in the sea at the back. The problem is you cannot see anything
until the flicker of daylight just as you get thrown into the sea. Having to look cool with a mouth full

of sea water was difficult and | never noticed the cold sea temperature, just relieved that it was all over.
Only did it oncel.




Chris and Julie enjoying Pic JH

Babadag from the boat. Pic JH

The Flying again .

Apart from flying just about every day, a couple of other highlights worth mentioning.



We were all geared up for a night flight, with the moon almost full and in the right sort of place, in the
end the plug was pulled due to an offshore wind setting up.

The other flight worth mentioning was a tandem flight made by Julie Stapleton SD on an acro tandem
wing, with the tandem world champion acro pilot.

We sat in the balmy evening air on the beach drinking cold beer and watching the display. A very
brave girl.

Conclusion.

Fantastic holiday for all, it was great flying with low hassle. No we didn't go XC. That would have
created all sorts of problems and it didn’t matter one jot.. There were lots of alternative things to do, and
they fitted in with the flying.

The place is unreal, really geared up for flying as well as a perfect holiday centre.

In early May the weather was perfect, with temps at sea level around 24 degrees. This is the time of the
year when the flying is relatively quiet with no problems with queuing on take off.

The hotel we stayed at was all-inclusive so once there, there was nothing else to pay for. We got in
with Reaction who were great. They always could arrange a cheaper price for anything we wanted to
do. The buses were always on time; they would collect us from the hotel and transport us to the top.
Easy!!!

Part of the Hotel Complex Pic JH

Would we go again?.

You bet you life we would, and we are. It is paradise for paraglider pilots. Fantastic flying, fantastic
location, fantastic Hotel and fantastic company.
Anyone thinking of going to Olu Deniz then my answer is go for it.

Jeff



Condors XC Leaque 2008

Still a work in progress! Except, would you Adam & Eve it — the Hang Gliding table is in! Yere tis.

SIMON MURPHY'S FLYING CIRCUS TROPHY: ALL UK SITES H G XC LEAGUE
2007/8
Position_ | Pilot Glider Flight | Elight | Elight | Elight | Elight | Total Km
1 2 3 4 ) Miles
1 Brett Wright Moyes LS 60.76 | 50.84 |23.312|21.514|18.786 | 175.21 | 282.09
3.5RS
2 Mark Phillips Moyes LS 3 | 50.468 | 20.212 | 16.25 86.93 139.96
3 Mark Reader | MoyesLS 4 | 14.037 14.04 22.60
Hoare RS

Note that Viv Fouracre is 124™ in the National PGXC League — and the only Condor! Andy Tew would
be placed higher if he entered his flights... And Craig, Paul H, etc?

Low Airtime / Flyphone
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Paragliding Safety

Jon Harvey has submitted this article in the light of recent events (Get Well soon James) and in the
hope it may help avoid anything similar occurring. If you are interested or unsure about anything please
debate this on the email forum. There are no stupid questions, just like ‘there is no spoon’.

Problems with Coastal flying or rather the landings

Coastal flying is supposed to be fun, stress free, and relaxing, so lets enjoy these now rare occasions.
They do seem to become fewer each year.

This article is not aimed at James Leamont in any way, and as | visited him today, in hospital, he is
aware that I'm writing this. | was away on the day of his accident, but | feel | must say a few words about
coastal flying, particularly for the less experienced pilots of our club, and for any visiting pilots who may
have access to read this. This is my own view, and sorry to those who are well aware how to bottom
land on coastal sites, but there are some who just need a gentle reminder, as was discussed recently on
the emails.

We've all flown inland sites, and whenever or wherever landing, it is always into the direction of the wind
at ground level. In the main at coastal sites this isn’t the case, as when bottom landing, the wind, if any
is generally from well to one side, and we have the added element of cliffs on the other, (Charmouth
being one exception).




I'll use Eype as the example.

Wind on take off around 15mph and from slightly west of takeoff, which is 180 ft ASL. Returning from
Thorncombe Beacon, above cliff height, and as you have never top landed at Eype, your only option is
the beach somewhere along Eype. All the while you are above the cliffs, you can face into the onshore
wind, and over the sea, but once below cliff top height, you are immediately limited to flying across the
wind direction and also landing in this alien fashion. We’'ll now commence the approach from Westbay
at cliff top height, aiming to land near to the car park. We are using a small amount of brake, to slow our
wing, to descend, and with obviously a touch more brake on our left, to prevent drifting towards the
cliffs. As we descend the wind is now becoming less, but still from the general direction experienced at
cliff top height. We should be constantly assessing our height, and drift towards the cliffs, together with
ground speed, and easing off the brakes as required. An increase in ground speed and sink rate will
indicate that the wind speed has eased off considerably, so be aware, and ease up the brakes.

I have found from experience of several years at flying from Eype, that under most wind conditions,
unless it is well off to the west, there is very little wind along or across the beach, up to around 50 ft or
so, but just dead air. We all are aware that as we descend, wind speed becomes less, there less lift, and
if keeping same amount of brake, as previously applied, a stall is quite likely going to be the end result.

As | said at the commencement, it is the setting up for a bottom landing on a coastal site, with wind from
virtually left or right, which causes problems, and have witnessed some of these, (and spoken to them in
private) as we are so used to landing into wind, which was the way we were, and are taught by schools.

To summarise then,

1 From cliff top height 180 feet, with 15mph wind speed, descending, to around 50 feet, and virtually nil
wind speed, plan ahead, be focussed on those conditions and adjust brake control accordingly, and no
tight last minute manoeuvres.

2 If others are only just scratching at cliff top height, consider very carefully, should you try and scratch
below the cliffs, or say to yourself (as Frasier from Dads army says) “We doomed,” and just land safely.
3 If your decision to land west side of Eype, generally you will experience wind at ground level, so a
different attitude to landing there is required.

4 Obviously if the wind direction is from the east, alter landing approaches accordingly.

If in any doubt, then do ask for advice.

I think this applies to most coastal sites that | have flown, but I'm no expert, (is there such a person?)
but just an average and hopefully safe pilot.

As several have said in their recent emails, if you do see errors, by pilots, then do try and have the
courage to speak to them in private. They may well not be aware of that error, but you can learn by a
discussion. | well remember correcting a very well know AP who was at Westbay T/o with a tandem
passenger, ready to takeoff, saw a incorrect route brake line and shouted to stop. One relieved pilot. So
it can and does work.

James is progressing well, in Dorchester County Hospital, his wife and two children are temporarily
residing in Beaminster, from Maidenhead, and therefore can visit daily until he is discharged from
hospital. He expects this quite soon, and has his “corset” ready to wear for the next three months or so.

| wished him a speedy recovery on behalf of the club, and took along the obligatory bunch of grapes and
other fruit.

Jon Harvey



A Really Epic Day Out!

Well! After a little confusion about the BCC, we left Exeter late, so aimed for Batcombe

Juan and | both left the hill first go. We took off together, and within 1 min. knew we had picked a good
thermal and were on our way to cloud base! We Had an amazing beautiful flight, BIG smooth thermals
with mellow climbs and hardly any turbulence, so relaxing. Eventually when getting down near
Dorchester, we found the sea breeze convergence, it was like an enormous wall of cloud, with air rising
everywhere. We flew along this with a couple of sail planes for company, magic.

Then it all went a bit Pete tong, suddenly although we were well clear of the wall, the air around us
reached dew point and we were immersed in the cloud and | spent several nervous mins (it could have
been an hour!), unable to see anything, with water pouring down my lines and running off the
carabineers in little streams. Eventually the emergency training came good, and after reaching well over
4000 ft ATO in 8 + up (had been at about 3000) was able to use rapid descent techniques (BIG BIG B
lines!) to get out of the cloud, very scary, as i couldn’t tell were i was, even with my new GPS | couldn't
fly straight, | kept going around in circles with the GPS pointing north everywhere, and quickly began to
lose sense of up and down too!!! Its amazing difficult to fly straight when you can’t even see your boots!




Anyway suddenly as | was descending for all | was worth, green fields appeared through a little hole,
WOW! what a relief! Speed bar and ears on and make for the outside "real" world, LOL



So then we flew on east and were able to land (albeit in very strong sea breeze, going backwards!)
Landing next to each other laughing with joy and relief, BRILLIANT.

Juan thought our countryside the most beautiful thing ever, (he said wow to the colours of the
landscape, and wonderful views) and is now a convert to flatland xc, fantastic parting gift from the
Condors and England to him! He now goes to Annecy and then home to Venezuela.

Magic!

Finished the day with a very pleasurable retrieve Thanks to Paul H and Derek, who brought John P's
BMW convertible, which he then let me drive us back to the hill in, Thanks all...

Rob ;-)



The library has proved very popular, so much so that
people have been complaining about the difficulty in
borrowing certain titles. As | have said before if you have
a look at who has borrowed what you want, give them a
gentle nudge to return it promptly, and reserve it for next
time with me, | will make sure you get what you need, or
in certain cases we may even order another copy...

NEW STOCK!
DVDs Books
Performance Flying with Jocky Secrets of Champions

Risk and reward, Paramotoring with William

Shatner!! Captain Kirk Himselfi The Condor trail, a guide to South American Flying

Instant weather forcasting (illustrated with great

3 flights - Will Gadd shows us how it's done. .
cloud pics).

Mike Kungs playground, ground handling skills  Coffee table books

inspirational photos from around the world - Stolen
moments and Airtime, loverly to make you want to fly
when its raining out...

Also an interesting Free DVD from the Met
Office on A level weather studies.

OLDER — but still good!

DVDs Books
Air Riders Weather Paragliding, From Beginner to XC



Continuing World War 1 book reviews:

“Aces and kings” by L.W. Sutherland MC, DCM, first published in 1929, but another republished in 1985
by Vintage Aviation Library.

Sutherland was an Australian Flying Corps Flight Lieutenant with their First Squadron supporting
Allenby’s (and T.E. Lawrence’s) campaign in Palestine which he refers to as “The Last Crusade”,
though more recent middle-eastern adventures have possibly usurped that title.

Sutherland is at pains to point out that the non-flying squadron personnel were as important as the pilots
and introduces them and their equipment: the mechanics, armourers, photographers, instrument
repairers, wireless office staff, observers, the officer commanding and Charlie the mascot and squadron
dog. All are housed in tents including the aircraft at six to a tent/hangar. He gives an airman’s eye view
of the half dozen or so different aeroplanes the squadron flew.

In the tone and vocabulary of an Australian bushman he tells stories about the war as if he was having a
rest, drink and chat in the sheering shed: “some Australians were born unpopular, some achieved
unpopularity and others had unpopularity thrust upon them”. Lawrence and the Arab revolt (against the
Turkish empire) have a chapter to themselves as do various Australian and German pilots.

His writing is not elegant flowing prose, but he seems to be a cheerful old airman recalling memorable
and often happy times from his youth. He doesn’t gloss over the horrors: in the final days of the war (as
a foretaste of the Spanish civil war and World War 2) Allied planes massacre the Turkish army in
retreating column caught in a valley, a massacre referred to as “nine miles of dead”. As a former
Australian cavalryman he also tells in equally horrified terms of the shooting of all the Australian horses
in preference to leaving them to the Arabs or shipping them home.

However, many of the stories are of audacious bravery and exceptional skill or luck which makes this
book an interesting and memorable record of early flying.

The final book chosen from WW1 books is appropriate for the author fought in both WW1 and 2.

“Tiger Squadron” is by Ira “Taffy” Jones DSO, MC, DFC, MM.

Jones attempts to write the history of: “the greatest squadron of all time ...I had the luck to be posted to
74 (Tiger) Squadron on its formation in March 1918. | maintained my close association with it through
the hottest fighting of two world wars”, but this is not dispassionate, cold military history. Jones is a
passionate pilot and author. He knew and flew with Mick Mannock the Allies “top scoring ace” of WW1
and Wing Commander A.C. Malan who had the same “top scoring ace” claim to fame for the Battle of
Britain. Neither survived their wars. He tells an extraordinary story.

Jones’ character and combative energy enabled him to be credited with forty “victories” flying a Sopwith
Pup in WW1 and to fly a Spitfire over France (unofficially) in WW2. He was never a cautious pilot: “the
unsafeness of my landings had become an RAF legend. In point of fact | have crashed twenty nine
times...” though not all were when he was the actual pilot. He also fought in the 1919 Archangel
campaign in Russia (for the “Whites” against the “Reds”-yes, the allies invaded Russia). He landed on
and was catapulted off early aircraft carriers. He even tested early parachutes. “Tiger Squadron” is not
just the story of a famous RAF squadron it is Jones’ story too.

Using detailed accounts from his diaries he starts the story in the 1914 RFC days when aeroplanes
were hoped to be useful tools as reconnaissance machines only, their rapid development as weapon
carriers and fighters accelerated throughout the war.

Jones lost many colleagues, not all through enemy action: “...when he reached the aerodrome,

..... cheerfully chucked his usual half roll on top of a loop, but as he did so both his wings
collapsed...burst into flames...” three more were killed on the same day “..I had a damned good
cry...my soul cried for revenge....” he takes off “...determined to kill or be killed.” After his third sortie
that day: “ | had my revenge...I had destroyed my first Hun, in revenge for my pals and it was a great

feeling.”
. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________]



WW?1 pilots in air combat often showed respect for their enemy and in some cases were regarded as
the last “knights of the battlefield”, Jones, however, disagreed with them, arguing that it wasn’t enough
just to shoot their machines down, but to ensure that they were unable to fight again by killing them if
they were attempting to land on their own side of the lines. He shot to kill, reminding me of my own
grandmother’s saying that “the only good German was a dead one”; she had suffered for her husband
during and after that war. Jones feels the loss of his friends desperately: “ | have often seen comrades
killed...l am very emotional...| experienced this awful feeling of helplessness...” .

This proud Welshman channels all his feelings into hatred and admits to suffering terrible nightmares.
Sometimes the “finest hour” vainglory can seem boastful, but Jones is, surely rightly, genuinely proud to
have belonged to his squadron and known many who “grow not old”.

Harry Dike

Other News:

IMPORTANT

Thu Aug 28, 2008

- SITE CLOSURE
Posted by: "Richard Bungay"

RYBURY

Rybury is temporarily closed due to perceived over usage of the site
recently for paragliding by the owner.
Please refrain from flying the site whilst the club works to seek a
resolution to this issue.

Richard

TVHGC Chief Coach
(eds note — Rybury is in front of Milk Hill in Wiltshire, near Devizes. Apparently there were 40! pilots
there on Wednesday this week. Doubt any of them were Condors but just in case, please don't fly there
until this situation is resolved. Rybury is a small site, | used to fly there and 5 pilots make it crowded!
Sidenote: Jim Mallinson flew 119km from there on the 15" August!).
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Want to be a Condors Champion?
John Hughes - Firebird Hornet
Brett Wright - Moyes Litespeed

Call Simon now!

Firebird UK
01404 891685



