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Welcome to the May/June (Early Summer) edition of A irHeads!  
 
Jeepers, it’s been an interesting couple of months and yup, I know – we’re nearly through July as well! Well, 
welcome to what is the hilariously titled ‘Early Summer issue’ soon to be followed by the ‘Late Summer issue’ 
even funnier as this issue is the late one and the next one won’t be. Ah, you can tell all this rains having an effect 
on me… 
 
Some great content this issue - from the usual suspects of course, plus comp reporting from our man in the field, 
Craig Morgan. There should be more and may well be if I ever catch up with it – would people stop getting 
married please! 
 
Also, a hang glider! A bloomin hang glider, a picture of one! and not only that, a contest!! Who is it, what is it? 
I’m not sure… 
 
Hope you’re having a great summer 2007 whatever (water) sport you’re practising, if it wasn’t for a quick flap at 
Batcombe last tuesday, this issue might never have materialised, keep smiling � . 
 
Pete Marley 
airheadseditor@googlemail.com 
 
LOOK, LOOK --- ��� �  *SITES CLOSED*  
Both Charmouth and West Bay are now closed for the duration of the 2007 school 
holidays. 
 
 
 
 
What’s going on here? 
Caption anyone?
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Pages 13, 14 
Club Contacts & closing editorial 
 
 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
 
Craigs Comp Reports  
 
 
Piedrahita hosted the 1st leg of the British Paragliding Championships in the last week of June and was 
preceded by the Nordics where Britain were strongly represented. 
 
4 ‘cats cradle’ tasks decided the Nordic competition with into-wind legs making for tough going. Mark 
Leavesley was best of the Brits finishing in 4th and Craig Morgan managed to win 1 task outright. 
 
Task setting for the Brits was an altogether different storey with Steve Ham preferring to maximise 
potential with generally long destination tasks. 
 



��������		�	��	

	
	

 
Pena Negra t.o. 
 
 
Task 1 - 51 km task set to Avila 
 
Conditions during the day were too windy so a rebrief was set at 6pm. Rarely do evening tasks come off 
but 150 pilots took to the air at 7.05 with a 51 km task set to Avila. The worry was that the thermals were 
dying and an expedient transition through the Pass would be necessary. Several notables succumbed to 
the Villafranca bomb out zone, but those that got into the Avila valley were treated to some remarkable 
conditions in the fading twilight. Large areas of buoyant convergence kept pilots aloft in widely spread 
gaggles. Thereafter, I opted for a straight line glide towards Avila trying to utilise the restitution from the 
valley floor. Partially successful. However, with 20 minutes to go before the land by time of 9.30pm, and 
many of us down, it became clear that the canny gaggle of pilots to the south on the mountain range were 
making much better progress.  Mark Hayman ( Ozone Mantra RO7 ) proved most successful on the night 
using some typically complex triangulated vector theory to fly 45.3 km. No pilots made goal. 
 
 
Task 2 - 108 km out to the Sotalvo Castle and return to Piedrahita. 
 
Conditions looked good at take off and the usual suspects charged off high over the Pass and onto the 
mountain range south of the Avila valley where many of them duly bombed ! The cagey pilots who’d 
hung back progressed well avoiding the sticking points and easing towards the Castle. Once there a 
thunderous climb of 10 up powered the lead gliders back to base for the return leg. Seasoned trooper 
Innes Powell ( Airwave FR3 ) showed the field the art of free thinking, rejecting the gaggle suck to 
navigate solo back to Piedrahita. Past the town, a nervous into wind leg produced both strong lift and 
sink and it wasn’t until 2 km out that Innes was assured of getting home first. GPS gremlins still had a 
part to play and having flown through the ‘end of speed section’ 1 km cylinder and the associated audible 
alarm from the Competino, Innes thought he’d finished. Burning off his height he wafted to within 16 
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metres of the 400 metre finish cylinder and landed thus becoming 1st of the losers ! Had he completed 
this task Innes would have won the whole competition outright. Unlucky !!! Ivan Colas( Axis Mercury ) 
won the day 25 pilots made goal. 
 

 
 Kelly Farina 

 
 The Gaggle (photo Mark Hayman) 
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Craig Morgan ( Mantra RO7 ) 



��������		�	��	

	
	

Task 3 - 102km South West past Plasencia to goal. 
 
After a short wait at cloud base for the start gate, pilots poured down the valley West to El Barco. Here 
the quick Spanish lads thinned out staying low in the ‘end of the world’ valley so called for its 
impressive drop away . I just managed to grab hold of the pacey Russell Ogden’s shirt tail and he led 3 of 
us high into a spectacular mountain range where huge Eagles escorted us over old glacial lakes. To the 
left of our steep mountain range, the flat Madrid plains rolled out as far as the eye could see. Exiting the 
high ground our Venezuelan companion took an alternative line through the flats. Did he know 
something we didn’t. Russ and I took the obvious route along the ridges and towards Plasencia and 
seemed to have the drop on the Venezuelan lad. However, after final climb I struck for goal 1st but had 
an incident whilst exiting the turbulence of the thermal. My team mate Russ then ruthlessly flew past me 
struggling with an 800 metre cascade to go on and win the task. No love lost there then !! 39 pilots made 
goal. 
 
Task 4 - 154 km straight race to Arcones. 
Steve Ham certainly had the bit between his teeth now, setting a British record distance to goal. 
Progress was much quicker today with glide speeds touching 60kmh downwind. 
A typically brave move saw Mark Watts strike early from the front. The last I saw of him he’d connected 
with the most breath takingly strong thermal half way to Avila and with no more than a half dozen turns 
he’d gone from low level to cloud base. I didn’t like the look of it ! 
 
Strong lines of convergence marked our route but at the front Wattsie had landed and Russell was stuck 
at the Windmills. The gaggle pressed on. The serial wings flew competitively with Chris Harland ( 
Airwave Magic 4 ) and the quick new guy on the block, Jon Chambers( Gin Boomerang Sport ) the pick 
of the bunch. Conditions got tricky as we reached Segovia and now was no time for sight seeing as 
passed over the stunning Cathedral and Roman aqueduct. With 30 km to go the Brazilian Rafael Saladini 
( Sol Tracer ) and Swedish Lars-Anders Jonsson ( Ozone Mantra RO7 ) made a break and left the rest of 
us to squabble for the minor placings. They finished 1st and 2nd respectively and best Brit was Craig 
Morgan (Ozone Mantra RO7 ) in 3rd. The resurgent Steve Etherington and Burkitt Rudd ( Gradient SR7 
) eased into top 10 placings. And for most in goal it was a personal best distance. Thanks again to Steve 
for his vision. 
 
1st  Lars-Anders Jonsson Sweden  Ozone Mantra R07 
2nd Inigo Egana Aizpurua Spain Gin Boomerang 5 
3rd Cecilio Valenzuela Spain Axis Mercury 
4th Wojciech Maliszewski Poland Axis Mercury 
5th Mark Hayman GBR Ozone Mantra RO7 
6th Steve Etherington GBR Gradient SR7 
7th Marcos-Dario Del-Rio ARG Gin Boomerang 5 
8th Jon Chambers Gin Boomerang GBR Sport 
9th Innes Powell Airwave GBR FR3 
10th Juan-Carlos Becerra VEN Axis Mercury 
 
British Team selection for the Cat 1 Europeans next year will be the British Champion followed by the 
top 2 or 4 ( depending on team size ) wprs pilots. For the worlds the next year it will be solely on wprs 
rankings. Clarity has at last been given to selection. However, let’s hope we don’t now see an exodus of 
top British race pilots going in search of better wprs scoring competitions.  
 
Craig Morgan 
(Photos Craig Morgan, Mark Hayman) 
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Condors XC League 2007  
 
 

CONDORS ALL UK SITES PG XC LEAGUE  
         
Name Glider  Flight 1  Flight 2  Flight 3  Flight 4  Flight 5  Flight 6  Total  
Viv Fouracre Gin Zoom 20.5 23.6 25.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 69.9 
Phil Fouracre Gin Zoom 17.5 26.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 43.5 
John Hughes Firebird Hornet 23.5 14.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 37.9 
Martyn Howe Firebird Eagle 6.0 28.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 34.1 
Simon Murphy  Firebird ? 29.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 29.7 
Rob Dixie Airwave Mustang 27.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 27.7 
Lee Harper Swing Arcus 23.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 23.5 
Pete Marley Airwave Sport 13.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 13.2 

 
 
 
 

CONDORS ALL UK SITES HG XC LEAGUE  
         
Name Glider  Flight 1  Flight 2  Flight 3  Flight 4  Flight 5  Flight 6  Total  
Patrick Peglar ? 4.7 19.9 9.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 34.5 
Simon Murphy ? 4.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.4 

 
 
 
PG flights are shown in kilometres, HG in miles. 
 
These are all the flights that I have been sent so far this year. I know that there are a lot missing (there is 
no way I should be in the lead!) so please get them in to me as soon as possible. I will waive the 1 month 
rule at present and accept any flights made this year, but not for too long!   
 
The different flight types are shown below, these rules are from the BHPA website, the only difference is 
that for the Condors league there is no minimum distance (should there be?) The only slight hitch in the 
proceedings is that if you do not have a GPS you will only be able to fly Open Distance, recording your 
takeoff and landing co-ordinates. I can’t realistically enter a triangle or turnpoint flight because your mate 
says that is where you turned! 
 
 
Flight Types 
Only a pilot's 6 best flights will count. The permissible types of flight are as follows:  
 
Open Distance (score: distance) 
Open Distance flights do not have any turnpoints. Open distance flights will score the straight-line 
distance from the start point to the end point.  
 
Turnpoint Flights (score: distance) 
Turnpoint Flights are open distance flights with up to 3 turnpoints. This means that you can use flight 
optimization software to compute your best distance. The 3 turnpoint rule includes separate start and 
finish points.  
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Flights to Goal (score: distance x 1.25) 
Flights to goal will also be scored in a straight line. The start point and goal must be declared by the pilot 
prior to launching. Completed goal flights score the straight-line distance multiplied by 1.25 when the 
majority of the flight is out of ridge lift.  
 
Out and Return (score: distance x 2, or distance x 2.5 when declared) 
Out and Return flights commence at a start point, go round a single turnpoint, and return to the original 
start point. The coordinates of the start point and finish point are therefore identical. The start/finish point 
may be different to the actual launch/landing points but the flight distance is only measured from the start, 
to the turnpoint and back.  
Completed Out and Return flights score the distance multiplied by 2 when the majority of the flight is out 
of ridge lift, or the distance multiplied by 2.5 when the flight has been declared beforehand.  
 
FAI Triangle (score: distance x 3, or distance x 3.75 when declared) 
An FAI Triangle is one which satisfies the FAI's 28% Rule (shortest side must be greater than, or equal to, 
28% of the distance flown). To fly a triangle you must round three turnpoints, and return to the original 
start point. The coordinates of the start point and goal are therefore identical and for declared triangles and 
local records, must be one of the turnpoints. The start/goal point may be different to the actual 
launch/landing points.  
Completed FAI Triangle flights score the distance multiplied by 3 when the majority of the flight is out of 
ridge lift, or the distance multiplied by 3.75 when the flight has been declared beforehand.  
  
Note that for non-declared triangles, using GPS verification, you can fly a loop and you will be scored the 
best triangle which can be fitted inside it. Your track log points must cross to complete the loop. This 
means you don’t have to start and finish at a turnpoint but may start midway along a leg. However for 
declared triangles and local records the FAI rules still apply, and your start and finish must be at one of 
the three turnpoints.  
 
Flat Triangle (score: distance x 2, or distance x 2.5 when declared) 
A Flat Triangle is a triangular flight, except that it does not conform to the FAI 28% rule. Completed Flat 
Triangle flights score the distance multiplied by 2 when the majority of the flight is out of ridge lift, or the 
distance multiplied by 2.5 when the flight has been declared beforehand. 
 
If anyone has any questions or problems with flight types or how to enter them please email or ring me 
and I will try to help and you never know if we get some decent weather we may manage some 
respectable distances. 
 
Fly safely 
 
Viv 
 
Email: vfouracre@aol.com  Tel: 01460 281130, Mobile: 07966 230206 
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Low Airtime / Flyphone  
Is there any low air time flyers any more? If so ring someone who cares!  
Dinks, on 01823 490919 (thought I would try the reverse psychology bit) 
 
Flyphone is going very well, keep those reports coming in! 
 
State of the union  
Some big changes this AGM lets hope they will be positive and keep the high standards set by some and 
improve those of others. 
I would also second Pete in his view, that it's your club so say what you want from it. Otherwise you will 
have to put up with me prattling on!  
 
Dinks. 
Email: cogloadman@hotmail.com   Tel: 01823 490919, Mobile: 07748 860480 
 
  
 
This times “where’s me feet then?”  
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Sites Report  
 
Charmouth  -  15th July 
 
Charmouth is now closed for the summer holidays, until the end of August, judging from the two 
incidents witnessed yesterday, not a moment too soon. 
 
A while ago, in discussions with the council, I was informed that there would be a tightening up of the 
rules regarding our flying at this site.  Primarily because of the perceived increase in the risk of litigation 
against them.  They were considering a full risk assessment and enforcing the strict membership 
requirement, and then tougher policing on our part – very difficult, especially during the week! 
 
The only problem with yesterday was that tighter membership restrictions and policing would not have 
prevented the problem, it was purely bad decision making.   
 
It was windy, but the pilots made a decision to fly – if you are not able to cope with landing there, as well 
as taking off then don’t fly.  It’s one thing making a fool of yourself on a deserted piece of beach out of 
season, a completely different matter if it’s covered in people. 
 
The site might appear quite benign in the sunshine but there are risks, especially when it is windy.  A 
cliff site can be very dangerous, here as well, the wind funnelling through the gap can cause problems, 
there is also the proximity to the side and rear of landing of the river, very deep when at high tide. 
 
The pilot who landed on the beach next to the café amongst the tourists had no reason to – the green was 
almost empty, I assume a misjudgement! 
 
The pilot who was blown back, a long way! Only got away with a relatively uneventful landing as the 
wind was so far off to the west that it was flowing up the sides of the valley rather than coming over the 
sharp edge of the cliff.  The last pilot to be blown back over the same spot with the wind on had a 
complete blow out, spectacular crash and ended up in hospital. 
 
As a general point relating to all sites, if there are lots of members of the public around there is a far 
greater risk of conflict.  People are sat/lying around relaxing, they are not expecting or able to get out of 
the way quickly (looking at the size of some of them they couldn’t if they wanted to)  As we all know 
from the news they are much more likely to sue for something that we would consider minor.  This 
combined with the arrival of a brightly coloured, very noisy Air Ambulance, lots of mobile phone pics 
and a call to the nervous council would guarantee only one outcome! 
 
Much as you might not believe it, I don’t like having a moan, but we really cannot afford to lose any site. 
Charmouth may only be a coastal site and not an epic xc one, but lots of pilots enjoy flying there and 
would be very upset if it were lost for some stupid reason.  
 
West Bay – remember closed as per Charmouth – use the take off at Eype. 
 
Phil 
 
ps the weather will get better – honest!!! 
 
Email: phil4acre@aol.com, mobile: 07850 216464 
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Condors Social Engagements 2007:  
 
 
4th April -Maypole inn Thurloxton - XC  from condors sites 
 
2nd May -Blinis Bar, Royal York & Faulkner Hotel, Esplanade, Sidmouth – 
8.00pm 
TBC 
 
6th June -Blinis Bar, Royal York & Faulkner Hotel, Esplanade, Sidmouth  – 
8.00pm 
 
Fri 27th July  – Club BBQ, Branscombe beach – hohoho, currently alleged to be this Friday 
tomorrow! Is it? Lester, LESTER! Ah, sorry to mock, postponed 4 times now I believe and this is 
going to be the last try! FRI AFTERNOON UPDATE, CANCELLED (re Flyphone). 
 
August  – no club meeting during august as there’s a Folk Festival on in Sidmouth. 
 
5th September   - *Advance notice* so you can put this in your diaries and make sure you come to 
September clubnight, which will be a cracking good talk and slide show by Simon Headford. 
Simon went to South Africa to chase record distances last winter and bagged one! Check out Feb 2007 
Skywings for an account of his 338km flight. 
He has a presentation on 'Personal Bests and Pushing the Boundaries' based on his SA trip before last, 
which he's going to re-jig to be more general about SA trips and  focus/Q&A on the record breaking trip 
he made last December. 
Apologies to HG pilots that this will be yet another PG based clubnight, but the theory and psychology 
will be equally relevant, I'm sure. 
Just be there! (I think it's at Sidmouth, but no doubt Lester will correct me if I'm wrong on that). 
Harriet. 
 
December!  
The Christmas Party! will be on Friday 21st December, usual place, more details to follow later in the 
year. 
 
 
*Remember to check the flyphone/email for updates to events.* 
 
If you have any suggestions for topics or speakers for clubnight please contact Lester, 
lestgordon@aol.com or tel. 01823 253673  
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The library has proved very popular, so much so that people have 
been complaining about the difficulty in borrowing certain titles. 
As I have said before if you have a look at who has borrowed 
what you want, give them a gentle nudge to return it promptly, 
and reserve it for next time with me, I will make sure you get 
what you need, or in certain cases we may even order another 
copy... 
 
 
 

NEW STOCK! 
 
DVDs Books  
Performance Flying with Jocky Secrets of Champions 
Risk and reward, Paramotoring with William 
Shatner!! Captain Kirk Himself! The Condor trail, a guide to South American Flying 

3 flights - Will Gadd shows us how it's done. 
Instant weather forcasting (illustrated with great 
cloud pics). 

Mike Kungs playground, ground handling skills Coffee table books  

Also an interesting Free DVD from the Met 
Office on A level weather studies. 

inspirational photos from around the world - Stolen 
moments and Airtime, loverly to make you want to 
fly when its raining out... 

 
OLDER – but still good!  
 
DVDs Books  
Air Riders Weather Paragliding, From Beginner to XC 

Speed To Fly & Security In Flight Combo Meteorology and flight  (1st edition) 

Red Bull Vertigo Meteorology and flight  (2nd edition) 
Starting Powered Paragliding Radiotelephony manual 
Weather to Fly Navigating with GPS 
Greolieres, Flying Frenzy Low-Airtime Trip 
2004 Performance flying 

Parrahawking Hangliding training manual 
The Never Ending Thermal Towing aloft 
Over Kuhmbu Understanding The Sky 
 Touching Cloudbase 
 Microlight Pilots Hand Book  
 Flying With Condors 
  

Vids  Kit  
Cloudbase 3 Hang Gliding Extreme The Harness Optimiser 
From Nowhere to the Middle of Nowhere  

Starting Powered Paragliding  

SAT  Attack  

Security in flight  
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Club Contacts  
 
 
 

Position Name Telephone Mobile e-mail 

Chairman Andy Tew 01278 684671 07949 869721 andy@tewa.freeserve.co.uk  

Social Sec. Lester Gordon 01823 253673 07944 730042 lestgordon@aol.com  

Secretary/HG Safety Patrick Peglar 01392 204253 07967 809783 ppeglar@eurobell.co.uk  

Treasurer Bill Pym 01884 257632 07970 893510 bill@thecondors.co.uk 

Sites Officer Phil Fouracre 01460 281130 07850 216464 phil4acre@aol.com 

PG Safety Simon Fouracre 01823 451689 07867 905950 simon@orronoco.co.uk  

Hanglider XC Claims Viv Fouracre 01460 281130 07966 230206 Vfouracre@aol.com  

Paraglider XC Claims Viv Fouracre 01460 281130 07966 230206 Vfouracre@aol.com  

Training  Jeff Hoer 01404 850489 07799 423156 jeff@hoer.freeserve.co.uk 

Airheads editor Pete Marley 01278 734647 07974 195096 airheadseditor@googlemail.com 

Low Airtime Contact/ 
Flyphone Dinks 01823 490919 07748 860480 cogloadman@hotmail.com  

Webmaster Darren Fieldhouse 01392 433557 07971 193066 darren.fieldhouse@assign-it.co.uk  

Librarian Rob Dixie 01392 217666 07748 303676 mac-man@blueyonder.co.uk 

Condors Web Site www.dscondors.co.uk 

Flyphone No. 07796 206551 

 
 
 
Further Editorial  
 
Ah, how the sultry english summer slips away (!), nearly 3 months has rocketed past. In early May 2007 
I visited Annecy for a week’s fly guidance with Passion Paragliding run by Toby Colombe. I’ve worked 
with Toby a few times in Slovenia and he’s a great guy - very useful, funny and will really do his best to 
get you to the best sites at the best times, not just the ‘quick, get ‘em to a site and lob ‘em off, they’ll be 
happy and we can get back to the pub type’ He also speaks fluent french which is properly useful on 
occasion. Had a fantastic day or two (which was actually better than expected given a forecast of rain all 
week), can thoroughly recommend him. 
 
As anyone who spent any time in Annecy this year will tell you – it’s been better. The UK isn’t the only 
place suffering less than perfect conditions – hang in there, it has to get better! 
 
 
Pete Marley 
airheadseditor@googlemail.com 
07974 195096 
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 Annecy was lovely in early May… 
 

 
 Gliding from Les Dents across the lake to the magnificent Roc de Boeuf 


